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Office M-emorandum 

to : Mr. Wisner 




UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


DATE: 2^ April 195U 


FROM : £ 


3 


subject: Attached Memo randura 

The letter which Representative Kersten wrote to Mr. Cutler 
regarding possible investigation of Communist operations in Guatemala 
was discussed by the members of the OCB with Mr. Cutler at their 
lunch meeting on 21 April. As a consequence, the attached memorandum 
to Mr. Koons on this subject was not sent. 
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MEKORANDUK FOR: Mr. T. B. Koons 

Special Staff 
iiational Sec verity Council 


SUBJECT: 


Representative Kersten' s Proposed Inquiry into 
Communism in Guatemala 


This ie with reference to t he memorandum which you sent me on 
April 16 to which was attached a copy of a letter which Mr. Cutler 
received from Congressman Kersten. In that letter Mr. Kersten wrote 
that it had been suggested that the Couse Select Committee on Commu- 
nist i-.ggrefcSj.on, of whicn he is Chsir.?nn , undertake an investigation 
of Communist operations in Guatemala. Mr. Kersten said that his 
Committee has programmeo some lies rings in tnis country in May and 
expects to go to Europe during the month of June. Consequently, it 
would not be possible to conduct any hearings with respect to 
Guatemala until after that time, which presumably means July at the 
earliest* Mr. Kerstsn enclosed a -reposed press release which would 
be issued if his Committee decided to undertake the investigation 
and he asked for Mr. Cutler's comments. 


JOB so._ 


As I have told you, we ■would not want to have ary comments 
which we might make relayed to Mr. Kersten as coming from us or 
otherwise have reference made to our interest in the subject. It 
is our reaction that it would not be desirable to have an announce- 
ment of a future investigation made at this time since no action to 
follow up the announcement could be taken for some three months. 

The proposed press release, while it refers particularly to Guatemala, 
says that the probe will cover "Cor®iunist aggression in” Central 
America” and also refers to Latin America as a whole. An announce- 
ment in these terms would undoubtedly arouse great interest and specu- 
lation throughout Latin America. During the period between the 
announcement and any action by the House Committee, unfriendly propa- 
gandists would attempt to create hostility toward the investigation 
and might well establish a frame of mind in Latin America in which 
the investigation would be considered a unilateral interference in 
Latin American, affairs, no matter how objectively and tactfully the 
investigation might subsequently be conducted. 
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It is difficult to estimate the effects of 1 4 * * 

v m x(jui< oe oeuuer to withhold an announcement, anrt <• . * 
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